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Welcome Note from Editors
On behalf of the editorial board of the Himalayan Journal of Development
and Democracy (HJDD) and the conference organizing committee, I
would like to thank all the participants at the Ninth Annual Himalayan
Policy Research Conference (HPRC) held at the venue of the University
of Wisconsin’s 43rd Annual South Asian Conference, Madison, WI.
As usual, we had a very successful event with an enthusiastic participation
from all over. A larger number of abstracts were carefully screened and
ranked by a team of our dedicated NSC member scholars – Dr. Jennifer
Thacher, Dr. Mukti Upadhyay, Dr. Vijaya Sharma, and Dr. Jeffry Drope.
NSC was established at the University of New Mexico in 2004 with the
objective to promote policy research related to the South Asian region and
the countries of the Himalayan region. The NSC team remains dedicated
to creating platforms for the enhancement of knowledge sharing,
particularly in the areas of sustainable development, environment, poverty,
governance, and health. Among its other prominent activities, NSC
publishes two e-journals (Himalayan Journal of Development and
Democracy and Liberal Democracy Nepal Bulletin), maintains an
electronic repository to allow scholars to upload, store, and disseminate
policy research, coordinates the Himalayan study abroad program, and
doctoral and post-doctoral research projects.
Nepal Study Center has added a milestone by facilitating the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the University of New
Mexico and the Kathmandu University (KU) and the Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD)’s 8-country Himalayan University
Consortium (HUC). As a part of the UNM-KU MOU, the NSC-UNM has
a branch office at KU’s School of Management (KUSOM) complex in
Balkumari, Kathmandu. This regional office hopes to facilitate academic
activities in the region, and ultimately leading to the establishment of a
Graduate School of Economics and Public Policy.
Our inaugural HPRC in 2006 was ambitious in ensuring a significant
convergence of researchers working on policy relevant issues on South
Asia. That foundation work led to consecutive successes in the following
years and has now made HPRC a durable annual event. We hope that
these conferences, together with research activities performed at NSC and
by its research affiliates, will culminate in the formation of an Association
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for Himalayan Policy Research. In recognition of the activities directly
and indirectly supported by NSC, many scholars from North America,
South Asia, Europe, the Far East, and Australia have joined this network.
Our policy research association will continue to expand this global
network of scholars, professionals, and policy practitioners interested in
the development of the South Asian region.
The Center is undertaking this new initiative to promote scholarly
dialogue on issues with a common theme affecting the three continents -South Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The International Development
and Sustainability --South-South Initiative (IDS-SSI) is a common
platform scholars and students, who are doing development-related
research in different cultural settings across the globe.
We are grateful to the University of Wisconsin’s 43rd Annual South Asian
Conference for giving us the pre-conference venue. We are also thankful
to those who have provided financial support to conduct this conference.
We appreciate the help from the staff and graduate students of the
Department of Economics, UNM, and the goodwill and support of many
friends of NSC. We particularly thank UNM students Naresh Nepal,
Wenmei Guo and Soumi Roy Chowdhury and faculty of Washington and
Lee University Shikha Silwal for their assistance. Finally, we would like
to thank our guest editors Vijaya R Sharma, Jeffery Drope, Mukti
Upadhyay, and Naresh Nepal for their help in preparing this issue of
HJDD. NSC also would like to thank student volunteers from the
University of Wisconsin, Surendra Prajapati, Rashesh Shrestha and Hari
Poudel for their support.
Sincerely,

_____________________________
Alok K. Bohara, PhD
Editor, HJDD
Professor, Department of Economics, University of New Mexico
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Interpretive reflections on learning motivations in Bangladesh as
revealed by poetry
Tanzeem I. Ali1
University of Wyoming
Timothy F. Slater2
University of Wyoming
Many Bangladeshi students experience frustration despite achieving
distinguishingly high marks in terminal exams. This interpretive study
reveals students motivated by extrinsic rewards aligned with promises of
high paying jobs due to strong test performances rather than being
intrinsically motivated by the benefits of learning for its own sake. Four
alumni were interviewed about their schooling and coaching experiences
in varied learning environments in urban Bangladesh. Verses were
composed using exact words from participating alumni to convey the
nuanced complexities for deeper understanding of the experiences in two
unique learning settings. The data are interpreted from an intermediary
position between research and praxis by applying the methodology of
poetic transcription. The results presented in this paper, using a nontraditional form of representation influenced by the neo-experimental
writing traditions and genres’ of Kennedy (2009) and Mears (2008),
provide strong evidence of learning motivated by extrinsic motivators
rather than intrinsic motivators.
Keywords: Learning motivations, Bangladesh, Shadow Education,
Poetic Transcription
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Women’s participation in the formal financial market in Nepal:
Evidence from NLSS III data
Samyukta Ghimire
Eastern Illinois University
Yagya Sharma
Eastern Illinois University
Mukti Upadhyay
Eastern Illinois University
This study attempts to determine factors that influence women’s
autonomy and empowerment in Nepali households. We look at a set of
such variables for women, for instance, land ownership, access to credit
from formal and informal financial institutions, decision to work outside
of family, input to decision making on such family matters as accessing
health services for herself and her children, sending children to school,
and handling family finance. We explore whether there is gender bias on
access to formal sources of credit or availability of public services. In
particular, if there is bias or discrimination against women, what is the
extent of such practices by geographic region, economic status, caste or
ethnicity? We estimate a probit model for households that borrowed
money from any source to see whether there is a gender-specific
difference in participation in the organized credit market. We do not find a
significant difference between male and female borrowers. We also find
surprisingly that women-headed households borrow a larger amount on
average than do male-headed households and discuss possible reasons for
this.
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Statelessness among women and children in Nepal
Indu Tuladhar
ASHMITA Women Publishing House, Media and Resource Center
This paper will set out an argument for the need of a stronger
constitutional and legal mechanism for institutionalizing the substantive
equal citizenship rights of women in order to end the gendered nature of
concept of nationality and citizenship right in Nepal. On the basis of
current ongoing commitments of the political leaders and government of
Nepal at national and international levels; recommendations would be
more based on ensuring substantive equality between men and women for
ensuring the equal citizenship right for both men and women.
The full paper would cover:
1. Introduction or highlights of constitutional and legal framework
and current ongoing discourse on citizenship in Nepal
2. Analysis of the impact on women and children due to
discriminatory legal and policy provisions
3. National efforts undertaken on encouraging inclusive citizenship
rights of women and prevention of statelessness of children in
Nepal
4. Challenges for addressing gendered nature of citizenship policy
framework and its practices
5. Way ahead for policy and institutional structure
Nepal has restrictive legal framework in terms of acquiring citizenship.
According to the Interim Constitution of Nepal 2007 and Nepal
Citizenship Act 2006, children born to a Nepali woman and a foreign
father can acquire Nepali citizenship through naturalization only if the
child is born in Nepal, has been residing permanently in Nepal, and has
not acquired citizenship of a foreign country by virtue of the citizenship of
his/her father. To date there has not been a single known case of a child
successfully acquiring Nepalese citizenship in this manner, even though
the law has been in existence for several years.
Similarly, the Citizenship Directives also seem very discriminatory. As
consequences, they put persons lacking citizenship documentation in
Nepal at the risk of statelessness. Recent report has indicated that there are
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23.65 percent (4.3 million) people who lack citizenship certificates in
Nepal.
Though Nepal is a party to the ICCPR, CRC, CEDAW, CERD and
CRPD among others, Nepal's current citizenship laws are contrary to
international standards, global practice, and Nepal’s international treaty
obligations. On the top of that the dissolved Constituent Assembly (CA)
proposed even more restrictive citizenship provisions which required both
the father and mother to be Nepalese citizens in order to pass on
citizenship by descent to their children. If these draft provisions are
adopted by the newly formed CA and passed in its original form, it would
create a serious risk of statelessness especially for Nepalese children.
There are many challenges to access the equal citizenship rights in Nepal.
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Knowledge, attitude, belief and behavior of the Bagmati River users
in Kathmandu Valley, Nepal
Soumi Roy Chowdhury
University of New Mexico
Alok K. Bohara
University of New Mexico
Hari Katuwal
University of New Mexico
Jose Pagan
University of New Mexico
Jennifer Thatcher
University of New Mexico
Introduction: Millennium Development Goals (MDG) called for
“halving the population without a proper access to safe and adequate water
supply by 2015.” This raised expectations of better health outcomes for
the population especially in the developing countries, where
approximately 88 percent of diarrheal diseases are attributed to unsafe
water supply, and inadequate sanitation and hygiene (WHO, 2004). A
genuine addition to this goal was made in the Johannesburg Summit on
Sustainable Development to even reduce the population by half who do
not have a basic sanitation facility by 2015. The focus on improving the
quality of water supply and on having better sanitation facilities and
hygiene comes from the deep concern that water borne diseases are the
leading causes of morbidity in developing countries (WHO/UNICEF,
2000). Several steps have been undertaken by international agencies to
reduce the incidence of those epidemiological diseases. Through the Joint
Monitoring Programme of Water Supply and Sanitation of the WHO and
UNICEF, the global progress towards water supply and sanitation are
tracked. According to the 2008 report, open defecation is decreasing.
More than 10,000 villages were declared free from open defecation in
2007 in South Asia and more than 15 million latrines were built to support
sanitary practices. There has also been a marked improvement in water
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supply coverage between 1990 and 2006. Yet, diarrhea continued to be the
reason for 9 percent global death of children in 2012, with 15 developing
countries accounting for 75 percent of diarrhea deaths (Pneumonia and
Diarrhea Progress Report 2013). All this raises an obvious concern that
why such interventions have not been successful?
To add to the existing state of knowledge, the present paper will list
out the existence of other unidentified factors that may have a bearing on
health outcomes. The relatively new branch of KABB (knowledge,
attitude, belief and behavioral) studies tries to locate any differences, if
they exist, in the awareness of the population about better health and
behavioral practices. This paper seeks to understand the potential role
being played by cultural and religious practices in explaining the
inconsistency in individual’s knowledge and behavior.
Study Area: Bagmati River runs through the heart of Kathmandu, the
capital city of Nepal. Its water quality is extremely poor and has been
continuously getting worse and polluted for the last several years. The
water is black, emits a foul odor, and contains raw sewage and dead
animals. The bank of the river is also highly polluted due to different kinds
of waste. Any contact with water could be dangerous to human health.
Having said that, the water of Bagmati River is widely used for bathing
purposes, washing clothes, cleaning dishes, and for recreational, religious
and cultural practices. Millions of Hindus in Nepal and India worship
Bagmati River as holy. They conduct daily rituals and bathe in Bagmati
with the belief of washing off physical, moral, and spiritual impurities.
The proposed study will analyze the usage of Bagmati River and its
potential implication on health.
Hypotheses: This paper aims to understand the behavioral practices of
individuals and implications on their observed health outcomes. The four
hypotheses have been proposed for the study:
Hypothesis 1: Personal hygiene habits don’t influence health.
Hypothesis 2: Sanitation facilities don’t influence health.
Hypothesis 3: Educational level doesn’t affect the health.
Hypothesis 4: Cultural habits don’t have any influence on health.
Results: As a motivation behind my econometric model, a series of
descriptive statistics will define the significance of the above hypotheses.
Analysis shows that 43 percent of the people in the sample always wash
their hands before eating and 92 percent do clean their hands after using
toilet. Modern sanitation (flush drainage) has not been accessible to most
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of the population surveyed. Forty six percent of the surveyed households
have a flush drainage, whereas 45 percent have simple drainage facilities.
Eight percent reported to have no drainage facilities at all.
Education plays an important role in maintaining the personal hygiene
habits. There are two opposing forces that are working behind Bagmati
River’s usage. One is the knowledge that the river water is polluted, and
the other is their religious belief on holiness of the river water. About 21
percent of the sample have taken bath in Bagmati River as opposed to 79
percent who have not. Fifteen percent took bath in the river due to
religious beliefs and cultural practices.
For the individuals who bathed in the river, it is important to know
whether they re-bathed later in clean water. Re-bathing with clean water
can prevent transmission of any disease or infections caused due to
bathing in polluted water. Forty three percent of the total sample that took
bath in Bagmati River re-bathed with clean water.
Through a series of Probit regression analyses, it is seen that cleaning
of hands after using toilet continues to have a significant impact on health
outcomes, reducing the probability of being sick by 8 to 9 percent. The
present paper also finds a significant and negative relationship between
sanitation and illness. Contrary to our general understanding, education of
male or female individuals doesn’t have significant impact on their health
status. The knowledge of water quality didn’t deter educated males from
using the Bagmati River and, in turn, didn’t minimize their probability of
falling sick even though they were educated. More importantly,
knowledge of water borne diseases has no significant and desired impact
on their health outcomes. Having a bath in Bagmati River increases the
likelihood of getting diarrhea, worm and fever by 11 percentage points;
this impact is highly significant.
Summary: Personal unhygienic habits and inadequate sanitation
facilities proved detrimental for health. In fact, cultural and religious
practices of bathing in the Bagmati River have positive and significant
effect on in being affected by diarrhea, worm and fever. Thus, the paper
has successfully identified factors that have not been dealt in the literature
before to explain health outcomes.
References
Pneumonia and Diarrhea Progress Report. 2013. International Vaccine
Access Center (IVAC) and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
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Micro-climatic changes in Thar Desert in India: Development and
challenges
Vinod Kumar Bhardwaj
BBD Government College
Madhukar Gupta
BBD Government College
Deserts, irrespective of their location and nature - cold or warm, are
known for scarcity of water and rare vegetation. However, warm / tropical
deserts also own their specific characteristics such as long prevailing
summers with scorching weather under the influence of local winds
system, dust storms, scattered xerophytes, and rare human settlements.
Besides, deserts are now an area of interest for research activities, both
due to their criticality from a climate change point of view and also,
because of the natural wealth, stored underneath.
More than 15 million square kilometer lands in the world are under
deserts. The Thar Desert, which ranks seventh in size, is unique in the
world as it is quite densely populous and rich in mineral wealth. It is
known for sandstorms and loos (hot dry winds). The origin of this desert is
not confirmed, but some sources expect it to be about 4000 years old.
Presence of marine fossils underneath the sandy cover indicates the retreat
of sea, an evidence of climatic change. The desert is extended over
446,000 square kilometers, both in India and Pakistan. About 208,111
square kilometer of which lies in India. Almost 61 percent of this Indian
Desert lies in Rajasthan alone and covers about three-fifth of its area. The
rest lies in Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab states. Abundance of mineral
resources in the desert has accelerated the economic growth of this
traditionally deprived area. Potential of resources hidden underneath is a
reason responsible for its continued economic importance. Being
expanded along the Indo- Pak international border, it has its military and
strategic importance too.
This Desert in Rajasthan was earlier known for sandstorms and loos
(hot dry winds), scarcity of water, sand dunes, sparsely distributed
population, low economic development, hard living conditions and
repeated occurrence of drought and famine. But now, it is undergoing both
natural and cultural changes as precipitation is on the rise since last two
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decades along with increase in land available for agro practices.
Contrarily, barren land and typical xerophytes are shrinking. This desert
experienced a severe flood in year 2006 which left its imprints in the area
in the form of rise in the underground water table and expansion of green
natural vegetation, even of a perennial nature. In addition, Indira Gandhi
Canal (IGNP) and a lift canal from river Narmada have further facilitated
the area in terms of availability of water for irrigation, drinking and
underground recharge. Despite sandstorms and the loos, remarkable
increase in agricultural activities and livestock wealth is recorded.
Observing rainfall data of the last two decades, it is noticed that the
western area is getting more rainfall than the eastern part of the state. The
magnitude of rainfall in the western desert districts is increasing, whereas
it is decreasing in the eastern districts. Except for the years when rainfall
was low throughout the country, there is an increase in rainfall in the
desert area, especially Barmer and Jaisalmer districts. Thus the actual or
observed average rainfall is almost 7 mm higher than the expected average
in Barmer and almost 3 mm higher in Jaisalmer. Contrarily, the observed
averages in both Alwar and Bharatpur districts are getting down.
Table 1: Expected and Observed averages of rainfall in four districts in
Rajasthan; 1990 – 2011
District

Rainfall (mm)

Names

Maximum Observed

Average

Expected

Barmer

70.98

27.75

38.52

Jaisalmer

30.1

16.4

19.21

Alwar

84.68

61.1

55.16

Bharatpur

86.2

67.5

60.67

Source: Statistical Year Book of the aforesaid districts for the year 1993, 1997, 2001
and 2005, published by the Department of Statistics, Govt. of Rajasthan, Jaipur; and
India Meteorology Department (IMD); Govt. of India.

Floods occurred in Barmer district in years 2006 and 2007 and were
followed by fairly good rainfall in 2011 which may be viewed as one of
the indicators of micro climatic changes taking place in the area. There
was wide-spread damage to crops and loss of property because of flood.
The flood havoc in Jaisalmer district is certainly an addition in the history
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of the desert, which was never witnessed by the inhabitants earlier.
However, the magnitude of rainfall that occurred in 2006 in Barmer was
not new; it had received higher rainfall half a century earlier too, but there
was no loss of life and property at that time. According to the meteorology
department, heavy rainfall in the desert is a periodic phenomenon, which
strengthens the argument that the area is undergoing micro climatic
changes. The consequent higher moisture content of the soil is supporting
the growth of wild breeds of fauna as well as cultivation. The area is
undergoing a kind of environmental change, especially related to rapid
succession in vegetation, increase in green cover, non-movement of sand
dunes, and increasing magnitude of rainfall. No studies have been made to
estimate or understand the nature of environmental change and no efforts
have been initiated for the management of challenges introduced by the
environmental changes to the established settlements, like saving of lives
during dust storms and heavy rainfall episodes. The overall changes are so
complicated that they need intense studies to understand and come up with
remedies.
Due to growing facilities for agriculture, two crops Rabi and Kharif
are being sown in the area, with special focus on Rabi, in which mustard,
cumin and Ishavgol (a medicinal crop) are grown over larger area. Being
suitable for aforesaid cash crops, the area is attracting people from within
the state and from outside, resulting in very high population growth in the
two districts – Jaisalmer and Barmer. This increasing population and
growing agro practices are enough evidence of the area undergoing
positive changes which are favorable to humans.
Challenge to development: The changing environmental situation in
the desert area certainly needs attention. The changes are not only in
rainfall but also in flora, fauna, soil moisture content, and economic
occupations, including a fast growth of tertiary occupations in the area.
Agriculture which was hardly practiced earlier is growing rapidly. Barmer,
Chohtan, Shiv, Baitu, and Pachpadra are leading agro-producing tehsils in
the district. Cumin, Ishavgol, mustard, and oilseeds are now important
Rabi crops.
Floods not only impacted settlements but also their sources of
livelihood. Most of the reserves of the natural oil recently discovered are
in Barmer. The district is a leading supplier of masonry stone, a building
material known as Barmer stone. It is an emerging center in trade of
typical Rajasthani bed-sheets (manufactured at Chohtan), leather and
wooden goods, dry vegetables and special types of turbans. All these
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economic activities are the effort of the people themselves with no
substantial support of the government.
Floods have raised many challenges. There is only one point approach
for the development of the area i.e. the arid zone development approach;
therefore, the efforts and budgetary allocations are to be made
accordingly. Some such efforts are provision of annual budgets for water
supply through tankers and railways, fodder management, plantation, and
compensation to farmers, but there isn’t much effort to store rain water for
drinking and irrigation. Some related challenges are:
1. To locate the original / ancient drainage systems and find out their
viability in the present
2. To locate such depressions where rainwater may agglomerate
naturally
3. Construct check ponds along / around big depressions and connect
them to develop local inland water circulation to minimize runoff
to ensure optimum use of rain water
4. Prepare plans for water harvesting and optimize the use of rain
water whenever it rains
5. Provision of annual budgets for maintenance for the water
reservoirs
Agriculture is progressing in the district. Efforts for its development
will surely further contribute in its development. ICAER, Agricultural
University Bikaner and State Agricultural Department are engaged in
monitoring this region. However, the approach and methodology of
monitoring are uneconomic and ineffective. Focus is more on identifying
misuse of subsidies and other grants rather than their effective utilization.
This is not in favor of sustainable development of this area. The related
challenges are:
1. To draft a separate policy for the agricultural sector of the desert
area and to ensure its effective implementation
2. Proper enumeration of the original cultivators of the area so that
misuse of the funds is reduced and also relief is assured to the
needy during any calamity
3. To optimize agro-productivity of the area without distributing cash
as subsidies
4. To select suitable crops and increase their productivity
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The flood calamity of 2006 has questioned settlement patterns of the
area. There is no such policy that may direct settlement growth and
locations except the Zero Line zone along the international border with
Pakistan. Unplanned expansion and location of settlements has also been
a reason for huge damages. The related challenges are:
1. To draft a settlement policy for the area. It’s a great challenge. The
locations of settlements must be appropriate to withstand both dust
storms and heavy rainfall events. It is also a necessity from a
national security point of view
2. To ensure infrastructural facilities in the area to increase the
comfort of living
3. Keep eye watch on immigrants from a developmental and security
point of view
Conclusion: It is time to learn from the recent incidents and reframe
our planning approach and also, increase our efforts on a priority basis.
When it is being planned to extend the Indira Gandhi Canal to the Thar
Desert districts, it is essential to construct outlets so that during any
emergency outflow of excess water is assured. There are evidences of the
existence of some ancient channels along with some extinct rivers like the
Leek and the Sheepasaria linking the area with the seasonal river Luni.
There is an urgent need to study the terrain and topography of the area to
develop its drainage system and for it rehabilitation.
Some of the changes taking place in the area, especially increasing
moisture content in the soil, growing foreign breeds of natural vegetation
which are adversely affecting the growth of originally inhabited breeds,
growing vegetation cover along with rapid succession, and anatomical
adaptations in plants are indicating that there is a need to review the
developmental efforts and planning approach along with re-enlisting of
priorities on real basis, rather than political. Despite all these indicators
spatial planning is still desert oriented. Substantial funds every year under
the Desert Development Program are consumed without considering the
geographical changes taking place in the area. Casual meetings to frame
and review development plans for the desert can’t be appropriate unless
the occurring changes and challenges are also taken into care and
utilization of funds and grants are judiciously consumed. The following
are some suggestions in this regard:
1. There is an urgent need to begin a new draft of planning, deciding
priorities and limitations. For this purpose it is again necessary to
involve local people to strengthen the outputs of the plans.
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2. Spatial studies are to be promoted through state, national and
international funding agencies highlighting the issues, capabilities
and challenges.
3. Drainage development should be a priority to channel forthcoming
canal water as well as to minimize the losses due to heavy rain.
4. Though it’s contradictory to suggest establishment of new
settlements on top of sand dunes as heavy rain is still occasional,
but dust storms are very often in the area, which hit more on the
top than the depressions. However new safe areas for settlement
should be searched in order to balance the two adverse situations.
5. Involvement of local experts, academicians and scholars is to be
appreciated so that the work in their respective fields may be
helpful to strengthen local planning.
6. There must be planned and limited intervention in the ecosystem in
the area, especially in the field of forestry.
7. The planners are advised to study the adverse consequences of
IGNP at Suratgarh, Badopal and Hanumangarh (all in
Hanumangarh district), and Lunkaransar (Bikaner district), where
fertile soil has turned into barren because of the presence of excess
water in the desert ecosystem. There is gypsum stone layer in
Barmer and Jaisalmer districts, underlying the soil cover, which
does not allow water to percolate. Hence, water logging and salts
deposition in bulk have spoiled the fertile land.
8. The desert already has extreme conditions in terms of productivity
which may be aggravated through the introduction of canals in the
area. Hence, technical planning and careful identification of
locations / paths for the construction of canal(s) is essential. There
was an incident in Jaisalmer on Nov. 24, 2006 when the
embankment of the IGNP canal got damaged due to overflow of
water resulting in a flood like situation in the nearby areas. It may
get repeated if there is lack of proper planning and regular
maintenance.
9. Regular monitoring of development plans is a necessity.
10. Short term planning with long term goals required to strengthen
development of the area.
There is an urgent need to review the developmental strategy to
strengthen productivity and to optimize the use of ongoing natural and
manmade changes in the area.
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Sustainable management of contested area using ecosystem services
approach
Keshav Bhattarai3
University of Central Missouri
Ecosystem services could be a part of a national strategy for
sustainable livelihoods improvement and environmental protection;
however, spatial analysis of the biophysical, economic and environmental
impacts of ecosystem services is limited. This paper develops a spatially
integrated conceptual framework on ecosystem service modeling approach
taking the case of the President Churia-Tarai-Madhesh Conservation
(PCTMC) program of Nepal that has faced several management
controversies while serving the downstream communities.
The area of PCTMC extends from east to west and covers 12.76
percent of Nepal’s total area. Till the 1970s, it provided ecosystem
services to downstream communities without any management
controversies. Overtime, as forest resources were excessively extracted to
meet constructional materials in the Indian markets, the ecosystem
services from PCTMC deteriorated. Such action not only has periled the
future of the downstream Indo-Gangetic belt of Nepal and India, but also
it has endangered the livelihood of lowland dwellers in Bangladesh from
sea surface rise due to excessive ocean sedimentation, which at present
contributes 10 percent at global scale. By redefining watersheds as service
providing units (SPU), different from the long-adapted five major riverbased basins, this study uses spatial models to analyze the possible
ecosystem services from biodiversity, global climate change mitigation,
timber production, water recharge and soil water conservation that
PCTMC could offer to downstream communities. It also explains how
properly regulating forest-based ecosystem services would become
instrumental in managing contested areas like PCTMC. The policy
implications of this research finding are discussed in the context of the
working of PCTMC program which has faced several management
controversies.
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Joint regression analysis of the effect of climate risk on food security
in rural Nepal: Using Copula approach
Wenmei Guo
University of New Mexico
Alok Bohara
University of New Mexico
Like many other developing countries, agriculture production in Nepal
largely relies on rain-fed, which induces high vulnerability to climate risk
of the household food security. This paper analyzes the effect of climate
risk on food security in rural Nepal, utilizing the Nepal Living Standard
Survey data and climate risk index data. We construct two indicators for
food security, caloric intake per capita and food diversity, which captures
comprehensive information of food security. The copula method, which
allows us to obtain flexible bivariate parametric model for the continuouscount data, is used to simultaneously estimate the caloric intake and food
diversity models. The estimated correlation parameter between the two
models is significant from zero at the 5 percent level, indicating that there
is strong correlation between calories and food diversity. The results show
that household food security (both caloric intake per capita and food
diversity) is negatively affected by the rainfall and temperature risk in
rural Nepal. It also indicates that social capital is an important determinant
of the household food security. In addition, we find more important factors
significantly affecting food security, such as infrastructure, remittance,
copying strategies, agriculture income, etc.
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The magnitudes and caste/ethnic bases of transient and chronic
poverty in Nepal: A longitudinal household-level analysis (2014)
Udaya R. Wagle4
Western Michigan University
Nepal has witnessed significant progress in poverty reduction with
poverty rates declining from 41 percent in 1996 to 25 percent by 2011.
Using panel data from the Nepal Living Standard Surveys, this paper
examines the dynamics of chronic and transient poverty and their
socioeconomic determinants between 1996 and 2011. While the incidence
of chronic poverty was relatively small, findings suggest that almost onehalf of the population moved in and out of poverty at least once during the
period. Despite an overrepresentation of the middle and lower caste
Hindus, Newars, and indigenous groups among the poor, this analysis
shows that it is human capital—not caste/ethnic discrimination or
penalty—that may have impacted the transient and chronic poverty
experience. Findings from this analysis shed important insights into the
structure and determinants of poverty dynamics, forming a valid basis to
rethink policy interventions.

Keywords: Poverty dynamics; Caste/ethnicity; Discrimination; Human
capital; Nepal; Panel data
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Impact of remittance on poverty and inequality in Nepal: Evidence
from three rounds of the NLSS survey
Satis C Devkota
University of Minnesota – Morris
Mukti P Upadhyay
Eastern Illinois University
The inflow of international remittance in Nepal has increased
dramatically since 1990s, increasing from Rs. 0.55 billion in 1990/91 to
Rs. 333.37 billion in 2010/11 (Quarterly Economic Bulletin, Nepal Rastra
Bank, Mid-January 2014). The annual work-related emigration to
countries other than India has increased 30-fold from about 10 thousand in
early 1990s to about 300 thousand in 2010 (Department of Foreign
Employment, 2011). The number would be much larger if we included
migrants working in India, a country with whom a reciprocal agreement
allows workers of Nepal to enter India and vice versa, without obtaining a
visa. The large emigration of Nepali workers has increased remittanceGDP ratio sharply from 1.23 percent in early 1990s to 22.05 percent in
2011 which puts Nepal among the top five remittance receiving countries
in the world (World Bank, 2011). Furthermore, due to a shortage of
opportunities in the domestic labor market with at least 30 percent of the
workforce being ‘under-utilized’ (Central Bureau of Statistics, 2009),
foreign migration provides an important avenue of employment for Nepali
workers.
Poverty in Nepal declined remarkably from 42 percent around 1995 to
33 percent in 2004. It further declined to 25 percent by 2011 on the heels
of a reasonable economic growth despite political turbulence (WDI, World
Bank, 2014). On the other hand, income inequality measured by Gini
coefficient increased substantially from 0.34 to 0.41 during the period of
1995 to 2004 and decreased dramatically to 0.32 during 2004 to 2011
period. Given these developments, this research paper addresses the
question: How much of a role has the increase in migration and remittance
played in the reduction of poverty and in the rise and subsequent fall in
income inequality in Nepal?
Data and Method: We use three rounds of the Nepal Living
Standards Survey (NLSS) conducted by the Central Bureau of Statistics
(CBS) of Nepal. The first round (NLSS I) was conducted in 1995/96
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(hereafter 1996), while the second and third rounds (NLSS II & III) were
respectively carried out in 2004 and 2011.
We estimate a household consumption function using data from the
nationally representative NLSS rounds. The determinants of household
consumption function are then used to analyze changes in poverty and
income inequality. In particular, we decompose poverty and inequality
changes into factors affecting household consumption in Nepal. Finally, a
comparative static analysis yields the impact of remittance on poverty and
consumption inequality. The statistical significance of this impact can be
judged through a bootstrapping procedure. We study how migration,
remittances and their impacts vary across regions of Nepal and across
broad geographic areas to which labor from Nepal migrates. For regional
impact of remittances, we study all five development regions in Nepal and
the Kathmandu Valley. The source regions of remittances are classified
into three categories: (1) India, (2) Malaysia and countries around the
Persian Gulf, and (3) Others includes high-income countries.
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Impact of household and demographic characteristics on poverty in
Bangladesh: A logistic regression analysis
Nusrat Farah
Eastern Illinois University
This paper examines the determinants of poverty in Bangladesh.
Poverty is multi-dimensional in nature and depends on interactions of
various socio-economic factors. Several demographic and health factors
can shape up the economic status of a household, and theory suggests that
the ability of a household to earn a given level of income can depend on
the characteristics internal to the household. While most studies done on
poverty measurements rely on the income, expenditure and consumption
data, this study has used data from Bangladesh Demographic and Health
Surveys (DHS). The main objective of this paper is to identify the factors
that have relative effect on poverty of the household. Thus, poverty is
captured at micro level that can provide insights for policies to eradicate
poverty at national level. The principal component analysis was used to
create an asset index which gave the social economic status (SES) of each
household. The variables were tested as a univariate model to see the
effect on SES. Finally, a logistic regression was estimated based on this
data with the SES (that is poor and non-poor) as the dependent variable
and a set of demographic variables as the explanatory variables. The
results presented in this paper suggest that the DHS data can be used to
determine the correlates of poverty. The results also suggest that
demographic and household data can describe poverty. The probability of
a household being poor depends on the ownership of assets and other
household data. A closure look was then taken to identify whether the
results were driven by rural or urban property. The further analyses
suggest that rural poverty is significantly affected by the demographic and
household characteristics. The results were mostly driven by rural poverty
rather than urban poverty. The paper has some policy values as it suggests
that rural people suffer more from the plight of poverty than do the urban
people. Hence, the government needs to focus on improving the standard
of living in rural areas of Bangladesh.
Keywords: Principal components analysis, Logistic regression,
Demographic and Household Characteristics
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Dynamics of poverty and household economic development among the
socially excluded groups in the bio-diversity hotspot of Wayanad,
Kerala
D. Rajasenan5
Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy (CSSEIP)
Being one among the four climate change hotspots of Kerala,
Wayanad is an important Watershed Terrain of the Western Ghats region
of the state. Encompassing thirteen environmentally sensitive areas
(ESAs), this region acts as the agro bio-diversity epitome of Kerala.
Livelihood of the people in this region is highly dependent on the
sustainable bio-diversity. Outside intrusion in the pretext of development
has led to large scale environmental degradation which is posing severe
livelihood threats to the poor, forest-dependent communities. Their
immiseration has culminated in a vicious circle of poverty, which in turn
has contemporaneous characteristics. Various confirmatory, normative,
institutional policy options have been adopted to protect the environment,
confer forest rights on the dependent communities as well as enhance their
livelihood options. Though it is possible to understand this complex
situation through statistical and econometric models, the path involved is
very intricate and complicated especially if analyzed in a social class
dimension within a conventional theoretical and empirical framework.
This is particularly true in the case of short-run, mezzo and long-run
adjustment processes as each one of these levels exemplifies different
situations and solutions. Poverty estimation on an aggregate gives
inspiring statistics. However, the result is seemed to repel from realities in
the case of the tribes and several other marginalized social groups living in
certain pockets of the state. In Kerala, the Wayanad district which has
distinct dissimilarities with respect to poverty and other human
development indicators is one such region. The state has been profusely
spending huge amounts of money to fund programmes aimed at uplifting
the poor, specifically in the areas of social welfare, housing, education,
infrastructure development, public distribution and health provisions. But
the sad reality is that poverty levels are surging ahead instead of declining.
The pertinent question in this respect is how to bring to light the real
5
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poverty of the marginalized communities in the social groups. The article
is an attempt to identify such factors and explore the various possible
policy options within an inclusive development framework.
Theoretical framework and literature: The study tries to establish a
linkage between poverty and historical factors with high prominence on
material assets as well socio-cultural advantages. Once this is established,
the role of institutional interventions that have a profound influence on the
entry into and exit from poverty of households and individuals is analyzed.
This is done to identify poverty at three different levels: individual,
household and community. The spiraling dynamic propagation of poverty
is embedded with a vector of inter-linked factors. Hence it becomes
difficult to disentangle or even make a hierarchy.
Educational
backwardness tethers them to low profile jobs which bring in only meager
earnings. This paves the way towards low levels of material attainment.
Poverty, hence, moves forth unabated and even gets transmitted over
generations. Akin to education, health and health care provisions too have
the potential to enhance the productive capabilities of the poor. Along with
this, social nesting and other allied interventions are also significant in the
path of transition. Poverty and poverty reduction have always been the key
research agendas of many international agencies like the World Bank, UN,
DFID, etc. Most of these studies are centered on the concept,
measurement, and trends of poverty in an absolute and relative sense.
Poverty trap hypothesis, inter- generational transmission (IGT) of poverty,
poverty dynamics, insecurity and vulnerability together with poverty gap
and its trends between population groups have been core areas of these
investigations. Bird (2007) tries to bond the poverty status of individuals
and households with its ubiquitous dimensions in an intergenerational
framework. The study by Nidhi and Bhide (2011) unravels a negative
correlation between village level infrastructure and poverty. The study by
Panagaria and More (2013) assumes importance in this respect in
understanding poverty dynamics and its link in taking policy actions.
Poverty is rampant in the lower ladder of the social class hierarchy, such
as in the case of the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and the Scheduled Tribes
(STs). Pertinent reasons quite often stated for this sorry state of affairs are
educational backwardness, low occupational mobility, social and physical
exclusion, land alienation, deprivation and malnutrition (Mutatkar, 2005;
Sreenivasan and Mohanthy, 2008; Gang et. al, 2008; Sundaram and
Tendulkar, 2003 and Thorat, 2007).
Materials and methods: 300 samples from 15 clusters spread across
the Meenangady and Meppady Panchayaths in the Sultan Bathery and
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Kalpetta Taluk of the Wayanad district have been drawn based on
multistage random sampling technique. Community/caste-wise
categorization has been considered while drawing samples. This is done so
as to get a clear picture of poverty levels within an intra/inter community
framework.
The extent of poverty is measured by means of the conventional
method of Head Count Ratio using the official poverty line as specified by
the Planning Commission of India for Kerala. The Foster-GreerThorbecke (FGT) is a comprehensive metric measure of the level of
poverty in a region which would immensely help to understand their
weighted shortfall from the poverty line. These are further corroborated
inter-temporal scenarios so as to distinguish the dynamics involved in the
process. Factor Analysis helps to understand the dynamics of the asset
holdings, amongst the surveyed social classes. In order to identify the
influencing factors that determine the probability of being in each income
category, Multinomial Logistic Regression is used.
Results and discussion: The employment and livelihood options
indeed play a pivotal role in determining the socio-economic contour of an
individual. Though the unemployment rate seems to be less than one
percent, if the household members are taken as a whole or even when the
most vulnerable sections of the society like the SCs and the STs are
considered, the fact remains that those who are employed are mainly
engaged in activities which are seasonal in nature. The most important
among them are the farmers and the labourers in the agricultural sector.
The community-wise categorization of livelihood pattern also shows the
similar pattern with some difference. Evidently, most of the household
members among the Forward Communities (FCs) and the Forward STs are
self-employed in the agricultural and allied sectors. But the share of the
SCs and the Backward STs in this regard appears to be negligible.
Inter-temporal shifts in assets: Factor analysis (FA) has been used to
unearth the differences in asset holdings for five time spans namely the
current year, the last year, 5 years ago, ten years ago and 20 years ago.
The asset change analysis has a similar inter-temporal recall bias. The FA
analysis result confirms the existence of a negative trend during the period
2003-13 with regard to agricultural tools and equipments vis-à-vis the
current period. As an important asset group, agricultural tools have moved
from the second position to the fourth position in terms of hierarchy in the
last ten years. However, the luxury goods and the expensive consumable
items have been found to have moved from the third position to the first
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position during the same period. The social group-wise inference with
regard to the luxury or high valued assets, either inherited or created,
during 1993-2013 shows that the household asset holding pattern is the
best for the FCs and the worst for the STs with considerable difference
even between the forward and the backward tribes.
Inter-temporal poverty: The poverty estimates add up to 15.3 percent
at the household level and 18.40 percent at the individual level.
Accordingly, 43.3 percent of the backward ST households fall below the
poverty line. Inter-temporal analysis shows a 50 percent decline in poverty
in the current year in comparison with the last year. The poverty level of
the SCs and the STs steadily declined from 1993 to 2003. Thereafter, in
the next phase between 2003 and 2009, it rose up again. Then, all over
again, it is showing a declining trend during the 2009-13 phases. Most of
the forward ST households were able to escape from the vicious clutches
of poverty by 2013. However, the percentage of the poor among the SCs
and the Backward STs is still close to the 10 year back figures of 22.2
percent and 44.1 percent respectively.
Poverty estimates: The incidence of poverty is high among the
backward STs and comparatively low among the FCs. Appraising the
depth (PGI) and severity of poverty (SPGI) is important in designing plans
aimed at reducing the number of people living below the poverty line. It
has been noticed that both are grimmest in the case of the SCs, if all the
tribes are taken together as a single entity. Also, when the STs are
disaggregated into forward and backward categories, the backward STs
appear to be on the darker side. This signifies the need for special attention
on the part of the policymakers while designing welfare programmes for
the various social groups.
FGT analysis worked out based on household level for the five time
periods (viz. current year, last year, five years ago, 10 years ago and 20
years ago) clearly evinces that the STs stand first with the highest poverty
indicators. They are closely followed by the SCs. However, in the present
year, both severity and depth of poverty are the highest for the SCs. But
the disaggregation of the STs into forward and backward categories
throws light on the fact that in the current year the backward STs are in a
more wretched situation in terms of both severity and depth of poverty
compared to the SCs. On the contrary, the forward STs have shown
tremendous improvement in the last 20 years. Their poverty incidence,
relative incidence, depth and severity are higher than that of the SCs at the
20th and 10th year levels. But, for the other three time spans, they are better
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off than the SCs. All along, the backward STs remain at the lower end of
the ladder irrespective of the time spans. Poverty analysis done at
individual level also spawns a similar supposition. Social group-wise
inter-temporal poverty analysis based on FGT is a useful instrument for
policymakers in designing welfare programmes.
Multinomial logistic regression is used for predicting the probabilities
of the different possible outcomes of a categorically distributed dependent
variable, given a set of independent variables which may be discretevalued, binary-valued, categorical-valued etc. The results give the
inference that the number of household members and earning members are
the fundamental factors that determine the poverty/low income levels of a
household. They provide assistance to the households in their quest
towards attaining higher levels of income. An increase in the number of
household members would imply that the probability of being in lower
income categories is very high. Land holdings as a factor in this model is
insignificantly related. There is a high probability for those in the lower
strata of MPCE Quartile between Q1-Q2 to fall below Q1 if there is an
additional member in the household. Similarly, the chance of moving out
of an income category to a comparatively superior category is higher in
the case of an additional earning member. This shows the importance of
livelihood security in alleviating poverty and reducing income inequality.
Poverty alleviation measures: Inter-temporal comparison shows that
the households who have benefited from these schemes were able to make
a favorable shift in terms of household poverty levels during the last five
years. Though the total number of beneficiaries is less, the positive
impacts of some of these schemes are more visible in the case of the FCs
and the OBCs in comparison with the other communities. Though these
schemes function at a snail’s pace, they have been able to act as a rousing
factor in alleviating poverty and deprivation. Also, the fact that some of
the beneficiary households have escaped the poverty trap is indisputable.
The question is whether this shift is permanent or temporary. The risk
factor associated with these households going back to poverty needs
periodical evaluation cum corrective policy measures.
Conclusion: The study elicits many important features of the income
and livelihood aspects of the inhabitants of the Meenangady and Meppady
Panchayaths. The elevated reliance of the backward STs and SCs on the
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors as wage earners makes them
highly vulnerable in the matter of income earning capacity. The
differences in income have been found to be the direct off-shoot of the
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differences in the occupational pattern, which ipso facto determines the
inter-community differences. This can be attributed to the unstable nature
of the jobs in these sectors. Consequently, the younger generations start
considering farming and agricultural labour (especially the FC
households) as futile and unappealing jobs. Poverty analysis for the five
time periods (viz. current year, last year, five years ago, 10 years ago and
20 years ago) clearly evinces that the STs stand first with the highest
poverty indicators. They are closely followed by the SCs. However, in the
present year, both severity and depth of poverty are the highest for the
SCs. But the disaggregation of the STs into forward and backward
categories throws light on the fact that in the current year the backward
STs are in a more wretched situation in terms of both severity and depth of
poverty compared to the SCs. On the contrary, the forward STs have
shown tremendous improvement in the last 20 years. Their poverty
incidence, relative incidence, depth and severity are higher than that of the
SCs at the 20th and 10th year levels. But, for the other three time spans,
they are better off than the SCs. All along, the backward STs remain at the
lower end of the ladder irrespective of the time spans. Comparison of the
households that are beneficiaries of the government programmes/schemes
with their income, expenditure and poverty status throws light on the fact
that there has been a shift in the poverty levels in the last five years.
Consequently, there is a continuous decline in the number of the poor. It is
an indisputable fact that some of beneficiary households have indeed
escaped the poverty trap. The question is whether this shift is permanent
or temporary. The risk factors associated with the households going back
to poverty needs to be identified and analyzed in tandem with the role and
relevance of these policy factors in poverty eradication. Hence intertemporal poverty analysis presents a wide range of challenges for policy
makers and therefore proffers possibility for governmental intervention.
Keywords: Poverty, Social-Groups, Head-Count-Ratio, Monthly-PerCapita-Expenditure, Inter-Temporal-Shifts
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Trade-led poverty reduction: A case study on Bangladesh
Tofayel Ahmmad6
Eastern Illinois University
Bangladesh is one of the successful countries in the world that is
reducing poverty more quickly. Many factors including women’s
education and people’s natural talent are helping, but trade, by creating
employment, especially for women, appears to be a dominant factor.
Trade and trade-related activities brought many women as entrepreneurs
of small and medium sized enterprises.
Bangladesh’s total trade in 1980 was only $2.72 billion, which
witnessed a 2005 percent growth in 2012 amounting to $57.27 billion
within a time span of 32 years. During the same period, the poverty rate of
Bangladesh came down from 73.3 percent to 29.3 percent. The result of a
multiple time series regression model shows that export, trade-to-GDP
ratio, etc. reduced poverty rate in Bangladesh. The export of garments
created a large manufacturing sector in the country, which provided jobs
to more than 3 million people, majority of whom are women. A further
research can be done in the future to see how women education and
women employment in the manufacturing sector is driving the economy
and society of Bangladesh.
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The predicament of the Tamangs in search of identity
Gayatri Bhattacharyya7
Calcutta University
It is in the frame of recent nation-centric politics – in patterns of ethnic
(caste/tribe/religion/language) strategizing common to greater South Asia
– that pan-Himalayan Tamang identity begins to be more forcefully
asserted in Nepal and India. To examine the nature of formation and
assertion of Tamang identity is to revisit the debate over the relationship
of ethnicity, identity politics, religion and other aspects of culture in
defining and redefining the nature of communities in the South-Asian
nation-states. In the history of modern India as in other parts of greater
South Asia, the concept and reality of ‘nation’ has acquired very great
importance. It is true of both colonial and post-colonial experience.
Alongside, the notions of tradition and traditionalism, modern and
modernism, ethnicity as construction and ethnicity as reality have gained
renewed importance in considerations of socio-economic and cultural
realities in today’s world (cf. Bhattacharyya 1990; Bhattacharyya 2012;
Heelas, Lash and Morris 1996; Hutchinson and Smith 1996; Weber 1967;
Weber 1978).
The story of emergence and evolution of Tamangs as a distinct group
provides a case in point. Originally, a Tibeto-Mongoloid group, the
Tamangs came to India, particularly to the north-eastern part, from Tibet
via Nepal. In Nepal, they have a cruel and unkind history. Being a beefeating community migrating from Tibet, they were looked down upon by
the caste-ridden society of Nepal. But, initially, as claimed by Mukta
Tamang (2009), they enjoyed a more or less good position in the Nepalese
society as is evidenced by their holding of land, property and their access
to other amenities of social life. The situation, however, changed after the
ascent to power of the Shah dynasty. The Tamangs began to lose their preeminent social position, dispossessed of their land and were forced to
migrate to the marginal lands of Nepal. They also ceased to get jobs in the
army which they earlier got because of their good physique. They were
forced to come to India. In fact, the present generation of Tamangs
residing in India is mostly born in India. Most of them are very good-
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looking and speak Nepali with an intermixture of Tamang words. They
have embraced Buddhism in India.
There is a debate over the issue whether the Tamangs were Buddhists
when they were in Tibet. Many of them claim that they had been
Buddhists, thanks to the preaching of Guru Padmasambhabe, while they
were in Tibet. And they had to adopt Hinduism when they were in Nepal,
particularly during the reign of the Shah dynasty. After migrating to India,
they have stuck to their original religion.
Reasons for Selecting the Community: The Tamangs, like any other
migrating community, save and except the Lepchas, do not at first sight
appear extraordinary. But, one is struck with awe when one gets into the
meandering path of their evolution and history. The first is their
representation in the Census document.
Table 1: The Tamangs in the Censuses
Year

Population of
Tamangs

1872

6,557

1901

24.465

1911

27,226

1921

30,450

1931

33,481

1941

43,114

1951

49,890

1961

4,939

Source: Census, Government of India

A few points are evident from the table above. First, while the number
of Tamangs was only 6557 in 1872, it rose to 49,890 in 1951. The
growing number may be explained by a) migration from Nepal and b) the
internal natural growth of the population. It must also be mentioned here
that the 1951 Census was made in independent India. But, why did the
Tamang population fall down so drastically to only 4939 in 1961 Census?
Ashok Mitra, the Chief Census Commissioner, pointed out in the Census
that “perhaps, the Tamangs have been absorbed into the Nepali-speaking
community”. And, unfortunately, one does not find any entry of the
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Tamangs either as an ethnic group or as a linguistic group in the Censuses
thereafter till 2011. The official data of the 2011 Census are not ready as
yet. The Tamangs have, however, become a Scheduled Tribe in 2002.
How could it happen?
First, the Government of India accepted Nepali as an official language
in its Sixth Schedule. One finds from the District Handbooks, a rise of
Nepali-speaking people in the areas of North Bengal who have left their
mother-tongues like Limbu, Murmi, Tamang, etc. Speaking Nepali in the
place of one’s mother-tongue ensured at that time good education, better
job opportunities and higher social position.
Second, the demand for Gorkhaland, a separate state for the hill people, had already started in the late seventies of the twentieth century.
The movement was spearheaded by Subas Ghising, himself a Tamang.
Perhaps it will not be out of place here that in 1951 with population
strength of 49,890, it would have been easier for the Tamangs to acquire a
Scheduled Tribe status from the Government of India. But they did not do
that simply because of the fact that they considered themselves to be
higher in status than the ‘Bhotes’ (spoken with disrespect) or the Lepchas.
What was the reason behind it? A section of the Tamangs had gained
higher social status thanks to good education, jobs in the army or in the
police force, and doing good business. They mainly belong to the urban
centers. This elite section from among the Tamangs was perhaps
cherishing the idea of getting a separate state of Gorkhaland under the
aegis of Mr. Subas Ghising who had succeeded as far as snatching a sixth
schedule for the Gorkhas in North Bengal. The Tamangs thought that they
would be enjoying a preeminent position in the new state. But Ghising
soon fell from his position. Ghising was deposed on charges of corruption
and was replaced by Mr. Bimal Gurung who formed the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJMM).
The Morcha has a wider following comprising of the Chhetris, Bauns
(Brahmins), Scheduled Castes, OBCs and Scheduled Tribes. But, what is
the position of the Bengalis, Christians and Missionaries who still happen
to reside in the place? A Tamang gentleman has, however, told the present
researcher that the Marwaris who continue with their trade and business in
the area are also included in this proposed Gorkhaland. But voices are
heard against these Marwaris from among the Tamangs only who allege
that Marwaris are engaged in business in the area rather illegally.
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It is apparent from the above that the Tamangs do not constitute a
homogenous group – there are the elites and the commoners. Do the elites
again constitute a uniform community? There exist dissensions within the
elites when one comes across their stand on the people to be included
within their ‘imagined Gorkhaland’ or on their views regarding the
Marwari businessmen or on their silence over the status of the other
communities residing in the land. Further, there lies the question of being
regarded as a Scheduled Tribe. Being a Scheduled Tribe means a lot of
facilities from the Government of India, facilities the Tamangs have
gradually become aware of. In fact, the Tamangs have long become
conscious of not conceding to the status of a Scheduled Tribe (cf. Bomjan,
M.S. 2009). The number game becomes important here again. With
population strength of about five thousand, can the Tamangs claim the
status of a Scheduled Tribe?
How Strong are the Tamangs Numerically? To gain a Scheduled
Tribe status, a tribe must have, according to the norms as laid down by the
Government of India, strength of fifty thousand heads. Can the Tamangs
claim that strength? The current number of Tamang population (as
received from the President of the Tamang Development and Cultural
Board) is presented in Table 2.
Table 2: Total Number of Tamangs in North Bengal (August 2014)
District
Municipality
Various Blocks
Names
Kalimpong

2000

Darjeeling

18,000

Karseong

7,200

Mirik

6,800

Siliguri
Alipuduar
Jalpaiguri

Block I

Block II

32,000
Pul Bijanbari
Block
32,000
Karseong
Block
42,000
Mirik Block
47,000

29,000
Sukhia
Block
22,000

Block
III
32,000
Rangli
Rangliot
52,000

Total
102, 000

1,24,000

49,200

53,800
25,000
1,35,000
52,000
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This growing population of the Tamangs is spread over the urban and
rural centers of North Bengal. Most of this population is Buddhist with
streaks of their ‘Bon’ culture. They are sought to be brought under the
supervision and administration of the All India Tamang Buddhist
Association (AITBA). This attempt is particularly felt during the time of
‘Loshar’ or Tamang New Year. Loshar is generally held in the urban
centers of North Bengal hills under the aegis of the AITBA. Tamangs
from the rural areas congregate together during the three days of the
conference held during the Loshar ceremony, stay in the tent where the
ceremony is being held on beds of straw provided by the organizers.
Important Tamang personalities in politics, academics and other fields
from the Country and abroad speak on the occasion. People from other
communities are also invited to address the conference. The conference
starts with the holy incantation of a Buddhist monk or a Rimpoche and
also ends with the blessings of the holy person. During the three days, the
common people are fed by the AITBA. Different stalls selling food,
Tamang dress and other consumable items are erected. People are also
found playing amusing games in the gathering. It is noteworthy that the
Tamang dress is very popular among the more or less well-off sections of
the Tamang population. Almost all the organizers, both male and female,
put on the traditional Tamang dress. The ruralites, the less well-off in
particular, do not afford to wear it. (A moderate Tamang dress costs about
Rs. 1600 nowadays which was much higher earlier). It is to be noted
further that the AITBA wants more and more Tamangs to be included in
its fold. But it is hard for the masses to pay the little subscription that the
AITBA charges annually (personal communication with Mr. M.S.
Bomjan). The organizers arrange cultural programs during the two nights
of the conference. Local and sometimes invited artists perform items like
Tamang ‘celo’ (music typical of the Tamangs) and light music in Nepali
or Hindi. This musical soiree is particularly popular among young Tamang
boys and girls.
The present researcher has found that a Tamang Youth Association is
working among the Tamangs, sensitizing them of their culture and
identity, their mundane problems related to land, water, and sanitation as
well as their problems of earning a livelihood for themselves. This young
brigade is also vociferous about the non-availability of Government funds
for development of different segments, absence of welfare programs (like
the Self-Help Groups) by the banks, lack of educational facilities for the
children, etc. This youth organization often alleges the older generation,
holding key-positions in the AITBA, of not listening to these problems
upheld by the younger generation. Meanwhile, there was a change in the
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State Government and the Young Brigade (perhaps without the knowledge
of the elders of the community) contacted the new Government of the
State and gradually earned the confidence of the present Chief Minister
who agreed to the point of forming a Tamang Development and Cultural
Board (TDCB) meant exclusively for the development of the Tamang
community. This attempt by the youth organization was not looked upon
by the elder members of AITBA favorably and it led to the expulsion of
the President of TDCB of his primary membership of the AITBA.
Renewed emphasis on Tamang culture: Since the time Gurung rose
to power, one of the agendum of his party (GJMM) was to highlight the
cultural specificity of each ethnic group residing in the hills of North
Bengal. This was seen in the wearing of one community’s own dress, at
least on ceremonial occasions, emphasizing one’s cultural ethos reflected
through songs, dances, etc. In the case of the Tamangs, such a tendency is
further refurbished by the AITBA. The AITBA recommends:
a) the Tamangs should observe ‘Loshar’ instead of Dusserah, b) Tamang
women should refrain from putting vermilion on their forehead and
parting of the hair and should not wear the garland of beads, c) Tamang
boys and girls should marry according to the rules prescribed in the
Buddhist horoscope, follow the rules of ‘Thar’ (segments within the
Tamang society prescribing who can marry whom; if the rules of Thar
cannot be observed in cases of love-marriage, the rules of ‘Chardam’ must
be strictly observed), d) Tamang boys and girls should not marry
Scheduled Castes, e) Tamang boys and girls should refrain from the
practice of ‘marriage by elopement’, f) the mandatory services of the
Lama (Buddhist religious leader), the native religious leader or the ‘Bon’,
‘Ganba’ (old people), ‘Tanba’ (mythologists stating the life histories of the
bride and the groom) and the ‘Damphure’ (the man who plays the
‘Damphu’, the typical Tamang musical instrument made from goat-skin
and a few pins), g) the use of ‘Kokomendo’ (the purest flower that blooms
after dusk and fades away before dawn without being touched by honeybee), h) the consumption of ‘chang’ or country liquor, etc.
In addition, the AITBA further proposes to erect a separate monastery
in each village for the Tamangs wherefrom lessons in Tamang language
would be disseminated. Some villages have already made some advances
to this effect. Perhaps, the young brigades from the Tamangs were not
happy over this overarching importance on the cultural aspects by the
AITBA. Moreover, they were also not satisfied with the pattern of
distribution of power in the AITBA.

38

Himalayan Journal of Development and Democracy, Vol. 9, No. 1, 2014
Prospects of further study: The Tamang Development and Cultural
Board, though very young, has already started working on development
matters relating to distribution of Government funds for repair and
construction of roads, erection of houses by poor Tamangs from distant
villages, etc. The Board, however, has two challenges before it – i) how
far they will succeed in executing their plans for development of the
Tamangs as the Board is overburdened with persons from the Government
and ii) to what extent they can negotiate with and manage the elders from
the AITBA in their execution of the plans of development of the Tamangs.
The spread and development of Tamang language by the monasteries
provide another fertile ground for carrying out the research further. Last
but not the least, the role of women in the Board is yet to be tested.
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What works best to motivate students in a general education
introductory economics course?
Sakib Mahmud8
University of Wisconsin – Superior
Considering the research gaps on student motivation of treating
economics as an interesting subject matter, the learning goal of my
research is to find what works best to engender positive learning
experience for students dealing with serious motivational issues. My
research design is based on the convergent parallel mixed methods using
the quantitative pre-and-post anonymous online questionnaire surveys and
the qualitative short reflection notes. Preliminary results show that there
are convergences between the two sources of information regarding the
student motivational factors. By the end of the semester, divergences
between the two sources of information become more prominent.
Regarding preferred student-learning techniques, active learning based on
in-class discussion and exercises, group project, and pair-wise homework
assignments are considered to be most effective in motivating students.
Quizzes or exams became the most effective motivational factor at the end
of the semester. This could be associated with students concern about their
expected final grade, which is evident from student self-reported short
reflection note.
Keywords: Student Motivation, Economics Teaching and Learning,
Mixed Methods Research, Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses.
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Nepalis to El Norte: Questions for the emerging trend of Nepali
migration to the United States via Latin America

Andrew Nelson
University of North Texas
In this paper, I explore the research possibilities for a relatively
unknown yet growing phenomenon of Nepali migratory routes to the
United States via Latin America. While it is no secret that Nepalis are
increasingly entering into foreign labor migration schemes that contribute
to nearly one-quarter of the country’s GDP, these routes tend to be limited
to Asian parts of the world, such as India, the Arabian Gulf, Malaysia,
South Korea and Japan. Although labor migration of Nepalis to the United
States has existed for some time, it has tended to be based on plane travel
via tourist, student, employment or diversity visas. However, as United
States immigration officials continue to tighten visa regulation in the post
9-11 era, new avenues of entering the country through undocumented
means have emerged for Nepali migrants who have joined a trend of
Indian citizens traveling to the United States via Latin American routes. In
May 2011, Janet Napolitano, secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security, estimated that Indians accounted for one out of three nonMexican undocumented immigrants apprehended at US borders. From
2004 to 2011, the number apprehended Indians grew from 2,777 to 5,953.
Although Nepalis account for a much lower proportion of South Asians
apprehended at US borders over the last decade, an increasing number of
news stories and research reports have attested to their increasing presence
in this dangerous and exploitative migration route.
The Latin American migratory route begins in South Asia, in such
places as Kathmandu for Nepali citizens. There the aspiring migrants pay
brokers to arrange travel and linkages to transnational trafficking
networks. Often, migrants initially travel to Delhi where they are provided
with Indian, Malaysian or Singaporean passports in order to gain entry
without visas into select Latin American countries, such as Ecuador,
Bolivia and Guatemala that have relaxed visa requirements. From there,
the migrants travel onwards to Asian gateways, such as Doha, Dubai,
Kuala Lumpur, or Singapore, and then to African or European cities where
they embark on sea or air voyages across the Atlantic. Once in Latin
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America, the migrants enter into a new set of trafficking structures aided
by brokers, drivers, safe house operators, and ‘coyotes’ who work to
transport undocumented migrants into the United States from Mexico.
They also encounter the state apparatus of immigration officials, border
police and detention centers and must interact with people of multiple
national identities and languages. While the specific destinations and
agents of this risky voyage constantly shift in response to changing
national laws and regulations, the structures and conditions are based on
pre-existing networks of human and illegal commodity exchanges moving
from south to north. Significantly, as regulation and surveillance of
trafficking increases so too does the demand and exploitation of migrants
seeking the help of underground agents, often connected to drug cartels in
Mexico.
This paper is based on secondary research into the accounts of NepaliLatin American migration with the aim of articulating methods and
questions for future research. I am particularly interested in how this
phenomenon reveals unexpected cultural interactions and politicaleconomic outcomes. This case reminds us that transnational migration is
not simply limited to the cosmopolitan elite just as international labor
flows are not confined to patterns of Global South to North, or periphery
to core, movements. Rather, the study of Nepali migrants in Latin
American countries provokes a number of key questions for understanding
interactions within the Global South. How do Latin American states deal
with an influx of South Asians? How do the informal networks of South
Asian labor agents and Latin American ‘coyotes’ negotiate across cultural
and continental barriers? And finally, how do migrants endure the journey
alienated from social networks and cultural-linguistic commonalities?
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